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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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Rondout Valley Central School District Teacher Was Trained as Part of a $4.8 Million New 

York State AP STEM Program 

 

Accord, N.Y.  – A teacher from the Rondout Valley Central School District, Ms. Justine  Seksinsky, 

participated in a five-day STEM Summer Institute over the summer, part of new initiative providing 

advanced course work professional development training for teachers in the STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics) disciplines throughout New York state. This initiative is 

the first statewide STEM professional development program for educators teaching advanced 

course work. 

 

The program began this summer, and will continue through 2014, strengthening the teaching skills 

of both new and experienced middle school and high school STEM teachers.  As a result, the 

number of teachers qualified to teach Pre-AP and AP STEM courses will increase, enabling schools 

and districts to prepare a larger number of students for college-level study and career trajectories in 

these disciplines.  For the 2012-13 school, Ms. Seksinsky is among the 700 teachers who will bring 

enhanced teacher skills to students across the state.  

 

“Various reports contend that the U.S. has become increasingly dependent on importing STEM 

talent from other countries, rather than expanding the STEM pipeline from our domestic talent pool. 

We want to provide opportunities for excellence, nurture innovative thinking, and increase STEM 

proficiency in Rondout Valley. Our Nation's success in developing future STEM innovators rests 

squarely on the capacity of our education system to identify and nurture ability”, stated 

Superintendent Rosario Agostaro. 

 

AP STEM courses cultivate critical thinking, experimentation and problem solving. Research shows 

that students who take AP math or science exams are much more likely than non-AP students to 

earn degrees in physical science, engineering or life science disciplines – field leading to some of 

the careers most essential to the nation’s future economic health and prosperity.  This correlation is 

particularly strong among female, African American and Hispanic students.  

 

The program will improve instruction, provide greater course offerings, and increase AP student 

participation.  The College Board assists public school districts and charter schools in creating and 

sustaining ongoing professional development in advanced courses in the STEM disciplines through 



a blend of face-to-face and online instruction provided at no cost through the New York State 

Education Department’s STEM program.   

 

“New York is already seeing growth in the participation of minority and low-income students in AP 

courses and in their success as well,” New York State Education Commissioner John B. King Jr. 

said. “This initiative will help us build on that program”.   
  


